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Rajesh Moudgil 
Chandi 

time highly educated can- 

seers 

onacons gu 

      

for the first time. The in- 
cumbent MLA here, the 
‘Aam Aadmi Party's (AP's) 
Budh Ram, 65, has five 

‘master’s degrees to his ered- 
it. He was a former school 
prineipal when he won the 
2017 eleetion. The Shiro- 

‘mani Akali Dal (SAD) nom- 
inee Nishan Singh 
Hakamwala, 50, is a sur- 
Beon. 

In Mansa seat, the AAP 

  

Top Army brass reviews 

operational preparedness along 
LAC & LoC in Ladakh, J&K 

‘wards the Indian frontinan 
aggressive manner about 

two years, 
‘The Indian Army is hope- 

ful of resolving the issue 
soon as they have been 
holding talks with the Chi- 
nese military, said an off 
cial, adding that the military 

and diplomatic parleys have 
helped in the withdrawal 

of troops from the Pangong, 
lake area but the stalemate 
in the other frietion points 
have persisted. 

It's worth mentioning 
here that India and China 
have been engaged in a mil- 
itary standofi for over 20- 
months now after the Chi- 
nese showed aggression 
along the Indian areas in 
eastem Ladakh, 

‘Asenior official in these- 
curity establishment, wish 

not to be quoted, said 
that top leadership of the 
Army is presently carrying 
out operational review of 

Aditya V Singh 
Srinagar/New Delhi 

‘inidst persisting stalemate 
‘with regard to border stand 

off with China on LAC, and 
ceasefire violations with 
Pakistan on LoC, the Indian 
Army top brass is eurrently 
holding a series of meet- 
ings to review operational 
preparedness both on LAC 
and LoC, in Ladakh and 
Jammu and Kashmir 
Revealing this, official 

sourees in the security es- 
tablishment said that the 
present security situations 
along both Line of Actual 
Control (LAC) and Line of 
Contra is being reviewed by 
top officials ofthe Army. 
Army Chief General 

‘Manoj Mukund Naravane 
has been monitoring the 
preparedness ofthe force all 

along the LAC and the LoC, 
and has personally visited 
the Ladakh sector, besides 

parts ofJ&K in totake stock 

    

ofthesituation there,saida China and Pakistan border 
senior offical situation, 

‘The Chinese PLA basre- Sources revealed that a 
cently held large-scale mil- series of meetings havebeen 

itary exercises in its tradi held on Wednesday and 
tional training areas in- Thursday, and likely to be 
cluding the locations from extended to next couple of 
where theyhad diverted to- days. The security meetings 

Foiling an infil bid, BSF 
troops kill Pak intruder 

in Ferozeour sector 
‘TOP STORYNEWS 

SERVICE 
Ferozepur /New Delhi 

Displying alertness, troops 
of Border Security Force 
gunned down a Pakistani 
intruder and foiled attempt 
‘ofintrusion into Indian ter- 
Fitory in Ferozepur seetor of 
Punjab, along the Interna- 
tional Border on Wednesday 
night. 

A BSE spokesman said 
that on Wednesday night, 
alert Border Security Foree 
‘troops observed some sus- 
picious movement ofan in- 
‘uderahead of Border fenc- 
ing coming from Pakistan 
side in area of BOP KS 
‘Wala, Ferozepur sector. 

‘The intruder erossed the 
International Border and 
centered into Indian territo- 
1, which waseffectively re- 
taliated and foiled, the BSF 
spokesman added. 
“Troops challenged the in- 

  

truder, but he did not stop 
and continued moving 
ahead in an aggressive man- 

‘Sensing imminent threat 
and to stop further misad- 
venture, BSF troops fired 
‘upon the intruder in self<le- 
fense, killing one Pak in- 
tuder on the spot, the BSF 
spokesman daborated 

‘The further search of the 
areais being done, he added. 

Vigilant BSF troops foiled 
the nefarious attempts of 
anti national elements into 
Indian territory, the 
spokesman pointed out. 

  

  

  

—BATTLE FOR PUNJAB 

4 Malwa seats with low literacy 
have a heart-warming show 
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Govind Thakur 

Rajan Punchhi 
‘Mandi 

‘Tobring quality im educa 
tion, a digital university 
‘will Soon be started in Hi- 
machal and Education 
from class I to 12 will be 
condueted through 

ate. The CPI(M) candidate 
Kulwinder Singh is also a 
law graduate and holds a 

master's degree too. Both of   

them are fighting pollforthe tent TV channel. 
first time. ‘Addressing the media 
Congresshadwon the 2017 persons at Raj Mahal Ho- 

polls with an absolute ma- 
jority in the state, though it 
failed towin any of the three 
seatsin Mansa distriet asthe 

‘AAP won two seas -Mansa Minister Jai Ram Thakur, 
and Budhlada — the SAD another university in the 

tel here on Thursday, Ed- 
uucation Minister Govind 

  

  

‘won Sandulgath seat. state is going to open in 
Inthe Farka district which Mandi. 

isalsoinsouth Mabvaitisfor Gobind Thakur said that 
the first time that the main this University of Mandi 
political parties have fielded would start its funetion- 
‘women candidates from the 
reserved seat of Balluana, 
Firozepurin20n when Fuzl- 
ka was part of it, had a poor 
literacy rate of 69.8%, 

From Balluana, the Con- 
gress has fielded Rajinder 
Kaur Rajpura, 51, and the 
BharatiyaJanata Paty (BJP), crores due to the central 

Vandana Sangwal. The seg- budget. 
ment has a sizeable Hindi- Similarly, an amount of| 
speaking population thousands érore of rupees 

Kaur has a master’s de have been provided to the 
sree in Hindi and Sangwal, state through Jal Jeevan 
Sociology. Both ofthemare Mission, He said that the 
contesting a poll for the State Government during 
first time and have no po- its four-year tenure has 
Titical background, been full of splendid 

ing within a month, 
‘Terming the recently 

presented budget of the 
central government as his- 
toric, Govind Thakur said 
‘that Himachal Pradesh has 
been provided with an 
amount of six thousand 

has fielded Dr Vijay Singla, 
52, whoisa practicing den 
tist. Since the incumbent 
AAP MLA, Nazar Singh 
‘Manshahia had joined Con- 
‘gress and is notin the fr 
as he has not been given a 
ticket by it. Congress has 
this time fielded the popu- 

lar rapper Shubhdeep Singh 
aka Sidhu Moosewala, 28, 
‘who hasa huge following on 
social media. Heis an engi- 

neering graduate, However, 
the SAD candidate Prem 
Kumar Arora has studied 
only up to class 1X, 

The SAD’s ineumbent 
MLA Dilraj Bhunder, 
{in Sardulgarh seat, who has 
again been fielded, sa grad- 

uate inengineering from Pan- 
jabi University. While Con- 
‘gress Bikram Singh Mofaris 
a graduate, AAP’s Gurpreet 

Singh Banawal isa grad- 

  

  

  

  

‘Manoj Thakur added, know that they can get 
are being conducted par- Chandigarh Former MP Dharambir their point across by put- 
ticularly in the wake of re- Demand forlicensetocul- Gandhi told that with the ting pressure on the gov- 

ernment. The demand for 
‘opium cultivation in st 
an environment is like 
playing with fire. Politi- 
cians do not care whether 
opium is cultivated or not 
‘They are concerned only 

for votes. 
Convener of Drug Free 

Punjab Campaign, Bal- 
‘want Singh said that use of 
synthetic drugs is in- 
creasing continuously in 
Punjab. Young peopleare 
getting addicted to drugs, 
Teenagers under the age 
of 18 are also addicted to 
drugs. Steps must be tak- 
en to stop the drug men- 

cent leadership changes at 
Northern Command and 

Eastern Command, the two 
‘most pivotal commands of 
the Indian Army. 

‘This will be Lt Gen Manoj 
Pande'sfirst meeting as the 
Vice Chiefofthe Amy Staff, 
while Lt Gen Upendra 
Dwvivedi is the new North- 
cern Army Commander. Lt 
Gen RP Kalita also took 
over as the Eastern Army 
Commander on February 
1, an Army official men- 
tioned. 

India and China have 
been engaged in a milita 
standoff for almost two 

tivate opium in Punjab 
thas suddenly started gain- 
ing momentum. Whereas 
Congress, Aam Aadmi 
Party and Akali Dal are 
promising to eliminate 
menace of drug, the de- 
mand is also gaining mo- 
mentum for the cultiva- 
tion of opium. Why's this 

tradiction? 
Head of the Samyukta 

Sangharsh Party and 
farmer leader Gurnam 
‘Singh Chaduni also raised 
the same demand 
Dharambir Gandhi, who 
was an MP from the Aam 
Aadmi Party, has also 

  ban on opium cultivation, 
the sale of smack, drugs 
and chitta has inereased in 
Punjab. If this is to be 
banned, then sooner or 
later the cultivation of opi- 
um will have to be allowed 
in Punjab. Otherwise Pun- 
jab cannot get rid of this 
drug menace. 

Navjot Singh Sidhu also 
advocated opium cultiva- 
tion in 2018. The then CM 
Amarinder Singh had also 
praised Sidhu, saying we 
are happy that once again 
the issue of legalising opi- 
uum cultivation came in 
the discussion. I hope it 

    

  

  

  

years now, andefforts are been raising’ such de- will be viewed seriously. ace. Those who are ad- 
underway to resolve the mands from time to time. This issue will be settled dicted to drugs should be 
order issues amicably,the When asked about this forever. treated. 

matter Chaduni said that 
the people of Punjab eat 
opium and addiction of 

ium has a social recog- 
nition here. Since opium is 
banned under the NDPS 
Act so it has become ex- 
pensive. Other kinds of 
rugs are being used now 
which are not only ex- 
pensive but also deadly. 
Along with this, drug 
‘mafia also active here, he 

  official said. However, the 
forces are ready for any 
eventuality and recently the 
Army Chief had stated elear- 
ly that in ease of a war, In- 
dia will emerge victorious. 
Confirming about the op- 
erational preparedness re- 
view meeting, an Army 
spokesman however said 
that “These are routine re- 

view meetings, and were al 
ready scheduled tobe hel 

Samajwadi Party govt tried to withdraw 
cases against terrorists, says Nadda 
Kaushambi 

BiP national president JP 
Nadia on Thuy eed 
the SP": tem 
finales Plog that 
party tried to withdraw eas 
esagainst terrorists” when, 
it was in in Uttar 
Pradesh, 
word for them, Nadda said 
here at Sirathu after Deputy 
Chief Minister Keshav 
Prasad Maurya submitted 

Opium cultivation is al- 
lowed in Madhya Pradesh 
and Rajasthan. However, 
Navjot Singh Sidhu and 
Captain have not said any- 
thing on this matter dur- 
ing this election time. 

Professor Harbans 
Singh of Punjab Institute 
‘of Social Science says that 
it is a very risky job. Be- 
ccause the way farmers are 
becoming voeal, they 

Balwant Singh said that 
PGI Chandigarh had con- 
dueted a survey for the 
first time regarding drugs 
in Punjab. It was found 
out that every sixth per- 
son in Punjab is addicted 
to drugs, while 1 lakh 
people take drugs, 28 to 
30 lakh people are ad- 
‘dicted to it, 22 lakh people 
take aleohol, 16 lakh peo- 
ple take tobacco, 2.5 lakh 

    

  

  

construction of the Ram 
temple but other parties are 
busy obstructing it. People 
who were responsible for 
firing on "kar sewaks' are 
now visiting temples,” he 

said refering to an incident 
during the Samajwadi Party 
regime in 1990. He also 
credited PM Modi with the 
construction ofa new eorri- 

dorat the Kashi Vishwanath 
templein Varanasi. Ourpar- 

  

  

    
    

his nomination papers for © tyhas broughta law against 
thestate Assembly polls, diers were killed, The CB ar triple talag, which the patties 

“They are supporters of rested seven people in the _13j".Nadda said. "Theirlead- who do polities of appease 
anticnationals,” said Nad- case but Akhilesh Yaday ersareresting eitherin jails mentwere not ableto do de- 
da,allegingthat the AKhilesh tried to withdraw the case orareout on bail,"headed. — spitea Supreme Court order 
‘Yadav-led previous regime against them on the direc- Naddaalsoaccused oppos- Nada claimed, “Modi has 
in thestate tried to withdraw 
cases against "terrorists" in 
volved in bomb blastsin the 

tions of the person, who is 
‘currently fighting the elee- 
tions from jail,” Nadda al- 

tion parties of being pro- 
‘mating easteism and dy- 

ie polities. He said the 
provided Rs jak health in- 
suranee ecver to poor people 

of the country,” he sai.    
  

  

state, Jeged, apparently referringto BJP scrapped the special Hitting out at the Sama- 
‘Aspecial courtinGorkh- Samajwadi Party leader status of Jammuand Kash- _ jwadi Party, the BJP presi- 

pur has awarded life sen- Azam Khan."Of the seven, mir with the strategy of dent said, "They are saying 

  

tence to one of them, Nadda 
id. "In another incident, a 

Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah and convietion of 
Prime Minister Narendra 
‘Modi. "We are busy in Uhe 

four were awarded capital 
punishment and three got 

life imprisonment," he said. 
If such people rule state, 

that they will give free elec= 
tricity. When they were in 
wer, they didn'teven gave 

electricity, 

    

attacked, in whieh seven sol- 

  

BJP will form govt 
after 2022 polls 

@ HP to have Digital University: 

Demand for license to cultivate 

opium in Punjab gaining momentum 

  

Ae} 
Thakur for timely 

completion of 
Hamirpur Medical 

College 

achievements despite the 
crisis of Corona-19 peri- 
od 

He said that Himachal 
Pradesh has topped the 
country in administering 
the first and second doses 
of the Himachal Pradesh 
Corona Vaccine. 

He has elaimed that the 
BIP government will be 
formed under the leader- 
ship of Chief Minister Jai 

Ram Thakurin the coming 
2022 assembly elections. 
He said that Jan Manch 
programme is an impor- 
tant achievement of Jai 
Ram government. Which 
has also been adopted by 
the governments of other 
states. He said that Jan 
Manch is such a unique 
programme where com 
‘mon man ean stand up 
and ask why his problem 
‘was not solved. He said 
that in the last four years, 
232 Jan Manchs were or- 
ganized across the state 
and people's problems 
‘were resolved on spot. On 
this oceasion Nachan MLA 
Vinod Kumar, Balh MLA 
Inder Singh Gandhi, Mu- 
nicipal Corporation Mayor 
Deepali Jaswal, BNP Dis- 
trict President Ranveer 
Singh Thakur were also 
present, 

  

Vishal Rana 
Hamirpur 

Chief Minister Jai Ram 
‘Thakur today visited th 
construction site of Dr. 
Radhakrishnan Govern- 
ment Medical College 
(RKGMC) Hamirpur and 
directed the authorities 
‘oneemed to ensure time 
bound completion ofthis 
ambitious project. 

Later, while interacting 
with the media, Jai Ram 
“Thakur said that this 250 
bedded Medical College 
and Hospital was slated 
to be completed by Au- 
gust this year. He said 
that on completion, this 
Medical College would 
provide modern health care facilities to the peo- 
ple ofthe region. 
Chief Minister said 

that construction work 
in three Medical Colleges 
at Nahan, Chamba and 
Hamirpur was going on 
in ful swing and efforts 
were being made to eom- 
plete all these by the 
month of September this 
year. He said that re- 
cently during his Delhi 
Visit, he has met Union 
Health Minister Man- 
sukh Mandaviya and 
urged him to provide ad- 
ditional funds for these 
projects so that these 
could be completed well 

in time 
Jai Ram Thakur said 

that the State today has 
six Government Medical 
Colleges and one Medical 
College in private sector 

  

  

    

  

people take drugs. 
He told that this also 

came to the fore in the 
survey of PGI that opium 
‘and elura poppy are com- 
‘mon intoxicants in Pun- 
jab. But the number of 
drug addicts is also i 
creasing rapidly. Heroin is 
most commonly used in 

injections. He said that apart from 
Mansa district is lead- this, AIMS would be 

ing in terms of drug ad- dedicated to the Nation 
diction. Here g9.1 percent by the Prime Minister 
people consume drugs, probably during the 
followed by Hoshiarpur, month of June this year. 
Barnala and Ropar dis- He said that all these 
triets, Less number of — medical institutions 
people found consuming — would provide world- 
drugs in Firozpur. class medical facilities 0 

This issue should not the people of the region 
be raised for getting Vice Chairman HRTC 
votes. It would be very Vijay Agnihotri, Deputy 
‘wrong that opium culti- Commissioner Hamirpur 
vation isbeing advocated Debasweta Banik, Su- 
without any research, — perintendent of Police 
People of Punjab should Akriti Sharma, Principal 
understand about this, Dr. Radhakrishnan Gov- 
drug addiction is a very ernment Medical College 
sensitive issue for Pun- Dr. Suman Yadav and 
Jab. Politics should not be other senior officers were 
‘one on this. Be it Gur- present on the occasion 
nam Singh Chadhuni, or among others. 
someone else. 
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